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An Apprecistion
by Caroline Haslett, C.B.E., President, Women's Englneering Soclety.
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All the world knows of the Amy Johnson who at the age of 22
flew sclo to Australis ten yesrs ago, but it is perhaps thcse who
knew her more closely who were able to appreclate her gifts and
abilities, the gensrosity of her mind, her modesty over real achieve-
ment, her unguenchable spirit whigh, with her keen wit and boundless
humouy, must have carried her through times of tedium as well as of
horrific experience.

Whatever Amy did she did it with zest and relish. The sparkle
and vigour of her personality communlceted Itselfl to all who came Inte
contact with her, and the Women's Engineering Soclety enjoyed 1t in
full measure during her four years as 1ts President. She was no
nominal President but someone who imparted her own verve and enterprise .
to this Society, to whose picneering spirit her ovn was ekin. She
was always ready to glve of her time and talent, and the latter wer-
tainly was not limited. As a public speaker and as a writer she had
a clear incislive style, and the abillity to Infect others with her wwn
enthuslasme.

Amy Johnson was Intensely alive to the beauty and strangeness of
form and colour which har flying experience prssented to her Iin a very
vivid mamer. Her book "Sky Roads of the World" 1s full of many word |
plctures seen from the cockpit of her seroplane, and she infused Iinto
them the emotions she must have felt when enchanted by the vagaries
of sea, sky and cloud, or awe-struck by the cruel and relentless mani-
festations of nature In adverse mood.

The elan which characterissd Amy's activities elther in word or
deed was tempsred by a shrewd common sensej the vision whiech insplired
end the ardour which led her to attempt her feats of aviation were
accompanied by a capacity for endurance which is not always appre-
eglated by those who read of the trliumphal conclu:j?wgfz’é a well-nigh
imposs ible venture. e

Only this week the "Woman Enginnot' recelved from her an artich
telling of the pleasure sh}‘fmn‘ in her 1i-t:sx'k in ths Air Transport
Auxilury and of hcr delight at thc oMaitic\a im her=- :
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