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Minutes of the Meeting of the 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
held on Monday, 16 April 2007 at 5.00 pm 
 
 
Present : Sir Robin Saxby (Chairman) 
  Mr Nick Baines 
  Cdre Barry Brooks 
  Mrs Jean Brownsword 
  Dr Nigel Burton 
  Mr Gabriel Izienicki 
  Mr John Loughhead 
  Mr George O’Neill 
  Professor Maria Petrou 
  Mr Colin Porter 
  Mr George Robb 
  Professor Chris Snowden 
  Mr Iain Sturrock 
 
By invitation: Mr Tom Bennett (Chief Executive, IET Connect) (Minute 60) 
  Mr David Jefferies (Chairman, IET Connect) (Minute 60) 
 
In attendance: Mr Ed Almond (Director of Finance, Planning & Facilities) 
  Mr Richard Cherry (Director of Marketing) 
  Mr Tony Henderson (Head of Media and Public Relations) 
  Mr Paul Jackson (Director of Professional Operations) 
  Mr Steven Mair (Director of Publishing) 
  Mr Robin W McGill (Chief Executive and Secretary) 
  Mr Nick Slowe (Director of Information Technology) 
  Ms Katy Turff (Relationship Manager, Qualifications) 
  Mr Andrew F Wilson (Head of Governance and Legal Affairs) 
 
 
49. Apologies for Absence 
 
 Apologies for absence were received from Mr Bill Dennay, Mr Chris Earnshaw, 
Professor David Howard and Professor William Webb. 
 
50. Minutes 
 
 The Minutes of the meeting held on 5 March 2007 (T(07)M4) were approved and signed 
as a correct record. 
 
51. Actions Taken or Outstanding 
 
51.1 The Board noted a report on actions taken or outstanding since the previous meeting of 
the Board (T(07)34). 



 

 
51.2 The President reported that arrangements were in hand for the appraisal of the Board of 
Trustees, which would be undertaken by Dr Tracy Long (Boardroom Review).  He asked that a 
copy of the PKF Governance Review of the IEE, from August 2004, on which he and Dr Burton 
had marked comments, be circulated to the Trustees. 
 
52. Chief Executive’s Report 
 
52.1 Mr McGill introduced and the Board noted a report from the Chief Executive and 
Secretary (T(07)35). 
 
52.2 It was agreed that the Institution should comment to the Charity Commission on the 
recently published consultative document on Draft Guidelines on Public Benefit, to ensure that 
the Commission was aware of the issues for professional societies such as the IET, which 
operated as a membership body and a publisher of scientific literature.  It was noted that the 
Institution had been following the development of this issue closely and had already begun to 
include statements about public benefits in its annual reports. 
 
52.3 It was noted that discussions with the Hong Kong Institution of Engineers about the re-
wording of the proposed reciprocal recognition agreement were continuing.  Mr McGill intended 
to discuss this with the Chief Executives of the ICE and IMechE. 
 
53. Corporate Plan and Budget 
 
 See Confidential Minute. 
 
54. Trustees Strategy Meeting 
 
54.1 Mr McGill introduced a discussion about the matters to be discussed at the Trustees 
Strategy Meeting to be held on 15-16 May 2007. 
 
54.2 Mr McGill proposed that the Strategic Plan for the IET (Appendix A to T(07)36) should 
be discussed over dinner on 15 May 2007. 
 
55. Achievement Medals 
 
55.1 Mr Jackson introduced and the Board noted a proposal to change the names of 
Achievement Medals (T(07)37). 
 
55.2 Following discussion it was agreed that the names of the Medals should be: 
 
• J J Thomson Medal for achievement in electronics. 
• Oliver Lodge Medal for achievement in information technology. 
• Ambrose Fleming Medal for achievement in communications. 
• Swan Medal for achievement in power. 
• Coales Medal for achievement in transport. 
• Heaviside Medal for achievement in control. 
• Sir Monty Finniston Award for outstanding technical contribution in any field of 
• engineering. 
• Mensforth International Gold Medal for an outstanding contribution to the advancement 

of manufacturing engineering technology or manufacturing management. 
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• Nuffield Silver Medal awarded to a senior member of the Institution for a most 
meritorious contribution to the progress of the manufacturing profession. 

 
55.3 It was noted that further work was required to identify the requirements for Medals in 
those fields within the scope of the Institution that were not covered by the above list. 
 
56. Younger Members Strategy 
 
56.1 The Board noted a report on Younger Members Strategy (T(07)38). 
 
56.2 It was agreed that discussion of the proposals should be deferred until the meeting on 11 
June 2007 and that the Chairman of the Younger Members Board, or his deputy, should be 
invited to attend the meeting. 
 
57. IT Registration Authority 
 
 Mr Jackson introduced and the Board approved a proposal for funding of an IT 
Registration Authority (T(07)39). 
 
58. Press Office 
 
 The Board noted a report on Press Office, PR and Media Relations Activity (T(07)40). 
 
59. Public Policy Issues 
 
 The Board noted a report on public policy issues (T(07)41). 
 
60. IET Connect – Strengthening Member Services 
 
60.1 Mr Bennett introduced and the Board noted a paper from IET Connect, the IET 
Benevolent Fund, on its plans to extend the range of support and services that it provides to 
members (T(07)42). 
 
60.2 It was noted that IET Connect worked closely with departments within the Institution 
because often the services available from the two organisations overlapped.  IET Connect 
services are available to all IET members and are marketed along side those provided by the 
Institution as part of the membership package to future as well as existing members. 
 
60.3 IET Connect would like to extend its employment support services and discussions had 
taken place with IET staff to consider taking on part of the Careers Advisory Service, which is 
currently under review.   IET Connect would also like to consider extending services and support 
to members approaching or post retirement.   
 
60.4 Mr McGill commented that some thought needed to be given about how the services 
provided by IET Connect fitted into the IET’s value proposition.  A number of options were 
being considered regarding a Careers Advisory Service and it had not been decided how that 
should develop. 
 
60.5 It was agreed that the Mr McGill and Mr Bennett should discuss the issues raised further 
outside the meeting and bring specific proposals back to a future meeting of the Board. 
 
60.6 The President drew the attention of the Trustees to the IET Connect Musical Evening 
with Humphrey Lyttelton and his Band on 15 June 2007. 
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61. Date of Next Meeting 
 
(a) Tuesday, 15 to Wednesday, 16 May 2007 at Cliveden House, Buckinghamshire 

(Trustees’ Strategy Meeting). 
 
(b) Wednesday, 16 May 2007 at 2.00 pm at Cliveden House, Buckinghamshire (Board of 

Trustees Meeting). 
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